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training in     scientific         research







Annual Meeting of the !
Cognitive Science Society!
(“CogSci”)!
!
premiere 
interdisciplinary 
cognitive science 
conference 
!
almost 1,000 presentations 
1,500 attendees 
hundreds of schools 
!
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Approach: compare similarities of  
4 advanced PhD students



Distribution of topical similarity at CogSci 2013
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The Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society is cognitive science’s premiere 
conference, and the talk acceptance rate is traditionally 30%. 5 years ago, UC Merced had 
only a few papers at the conference. This year, no matter how you count it, Merced is in the 
top 5 institutions, side by side with Indiana, Stanford, and UC Berkeley. CogSci is held in the 
summer, and often involves over 300 institutions on approaching 1,000 presentations.
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59 unique 
conference 

presentations

Chicago 
Lisbon 
Berlin 
Galway 
Edmonton 
Santa Barbara 
Washington, DC 
Newcastle 
Minneapolis 
Potsdam

10 cities, 6 countries

40 unique writing 
endeavors

chapters 

accepted or in-press journal articles 

submitted journal articles 

proceedings 

in-prep papers

5   

12   

13   

13   

3

8 unique  
workshop 
experiences

ad hoc journal manuscript reviewing 

providing extensive undergrad research experiences 

university representation and coordination 

workshop presentations to summer research 
programs, e.g., McNair Scholars Program

including 

extensive  
service

language development: evolution, change, acquisition 
nonlinear methods for psychological science 

lsa summer institute universality and variability 
joint action workshop 

spatial cognition summer institute 
dynamic field theory 

structural equation modeling 
exploratory data mining !

cognitive & information sciences graduate student productivity and contributions in the 2012-2013 academic year

cogsci.ucmerced.edu based on data from 19 students
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